From: Randy J Nelson [mailto:Nelson@psy.ohio-state.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2009 9:16 PM
Subject: RE: Psych H415

Hi Merijn,
As you likely know, I'm on leave at the Salk Institute in LaJolla, CA and I don't have access to the syllabus that I submitted.  I'd appreciate if you could add the requested information to the submitted materials.

 

Include description of course goals and objectives in syllabus:
The goal of this course is to introduce students to biological mechanisms underlying aggression and violence through the following objectives:  (1) identify the evolutionary and adaptive functions of aggression and how these adaptive functions can become pathological (violent), (2) critically evaluate research on aggressive behavior across levels of analysis from genes to society, and (3) explore theoretical frameworks about aggression and violence. Teaching methods, designed to both present information and apply theories and concepts to real-life situations, include: interactive lectures, video demonstrations, individual presentations, a research paper and examinations.    

 

Submit syllabus of comparable existing non-honors course (see page 2 of proposal Form for an Honors Course):
There is no comparable existing non-honors course.  This course was originally part of a 3 quarter course on aggression that began with my course on the biology of aggression, followed by a quarter on the politics of aggression, then the role of violence in art and literature.  It had a 'holding number' (H594) that has continued to be used after the other two classes were no longer taught.  There is no comparable 400-level course in behavioral neuroscience section of Psychology to be used as comparison.  My syllabus for my 600 level course on biological rhythms and behavior is online here: http://www.psy.ohio-state.edu/nelson/courses/623/632syllabus.htm
 

Address Statement of Qualitative Difference (see page 2 of proposal Form for an Honors Course):
As noted, there is no non-honors version of this class.  The goals of the course will be achieved by interactive lectures held during the first 12-14 class meetings.  The students will learn the basic material in these lectures, as well as by reading the assigned material.  During that time students are also presented with a series of tasks (pedagogical process) leading to a completed term paper.  The tasks are articulated in the syllabus and include choosing a topic, generating a list of references, and outlining the paper.  I give feedback at each of these steps, and provide a substantial list of potential topics.  The term paper is the students' opportunity to go beyond the basic material presented in class on some topic of their interest.  Traditionally, popular topics have included the effects of anabolic steroids on aggression, the effects of alcohol (or other drugs) on aggression, domestic or date violence, sexual aggression, and childhood conduct disorder.  I meet with each student individually and help provide tips on scholarly research techniques (i.e., no wikipedia).  As noted in the syllabus, explicit directions in putting together the arguments and references for the paper are provided.  

I note that the scientific literature for the biology of aggression and violence is extensive and diverse. It is often necessary to scan many articles quickly and to extract from them the essential message. It is frequently necessary to evaluate methods in order to determine if the claims in the paper are extravagant. Even with careful reviewing, articles are published that may not be tightly reasoned and frequently, alternative explanations for data are not considered. The term paper should critically examine some problem of current interest in biological approaches to the study of aggressive behavior. Students have considerable freedom in terms of the approach used. Interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.  I've had a German major revisit Freud's perspectives on aggression in the original manuscripts or had a MolGen major develop new gene manipulation techniques to control aggressive dogs.  Student must write more than 12, but less than 20 double-spaced pages for their term papers. The grade on the paper is based on my assessment of their critical abilities, the originality of the treatment, the presentation (including grammar, syntax, and spelling), and the total development of the paper. The relative contributions of these factors to the grade are detailed in the grade sheet that accompanies the graded paper.  I expect students to work on this paper during the entire term and my evaluations of the final product is based on those expectations. I'm available to provide feedback on drafts throughout the term.  Students are encouraged also to seek assistance from the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing (CSTW) on campus.  Failure to complete the term paper will result in a failing grade. 

In addition to the term paper, students are required to make a 25-30 minute presentation of their topic.  I provide extensive instructions (and practice sessions) for the presentation.  The instructions for the presentation are on the syllabus. Prior to their presentations, the students must provide a one page summary (2.2 cm margin, 12 pt font, double-spaced), at least two weeks before their presentation.  I distribute copies of the your summary to the class.  Students must also provide me with a full list of references used in the presentation.  The students also evaluate each others' performances and provide critical feedback.  I give the students' feedback based on my evaluation and provide a summary of the groups' evaluation.  

Grades are based on satisfaction of the requirements (outline and references) and the quality of presentation, including the extent to which (1) high quality information is presented (scientific survey vs. reader's survey in Cosmopolitan), (2) demonstration of a comprehensive understanding of material (minor mistakes are fine, huge ones are not), (3) a clear and understandable presentation (partially based on the evaluation from the classmates). 

A midterm exam is given to test the basic information. The students' final grade will reflect their class participation (10%), as well as performance on a midterm examination (20%), in-class presentation (25%), and term paper (45% [10% for the comprehensive outline + references; 35% for final paper]).  

I trust this information will be sufficient for the committee.

 

Cheers,

Randy

 

Randy J. Nelson, Professor 
Departments of Psychology and Neuroscience 
Institute for Behavioral Medicine Research 
49 Psychology Building 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 43210 USA 
 

614.292.7005 
614.688.4733 (Fax) 
rnelson@osu.edu 
http://www.psy.ohio-state.edu/nelson
